The value of alfalfa in mixtures for dryland pastures in Western Canada has been reported by Campbell (1961 Campbell ( , 1963 ) Kilcher et al. (1966) ) Clark and Heinrichs (1957) ) and Lawrence and Heinrichs (1966) . The pasture yields of grass-alfalfa mixtures were substantially h+igher than when grasses were grown alone, and livestock gains were greater. Clark (1960) and Kilcher and Heinrichs (1966) showed that Rambler alfalfa (Heinrichs and Bolton, 1958) The persistence of the varieties was obtained by measuring the basal ground cover by the pointquadrat method as modified by Clarke et al. (1942) .
Cattle were rated for signs of bloat daily in 1963 and 1964, throughout the season. A bloat index on a 0 to 5 scale was used to indicate the degree of bloat (0 = none, 1 = slight, 2 = mild, 3 = moderate, 4 = severe requiring treatment, 5 = terminal unless treated).
Results and Discussion The bloat incidence among the steers was very low in both 1963 and 1964 (Table 1 ). The majority of the ratings fell into 0, 1, and 2 categories.
At no period and in no animal did bloat reach the severe stage (rating 4). Several steers showed more tendency to bloat than the majority, especially when they were introduced into a fresh paddock. The alfalfa variety, the presence or absence of surface moisture on the plants, or the stage of maturity at either the first or second grazing did not appear to have any bearing on the incidence of bloat in this experiment.
Among the Holstein cows used in 1965, virtually no bloat was observed throughout the season and no bloat ratings 
